main liwan. This substitution of a flat
roof for the vault shows that a change
was taking place in the function and con-
sequently in the plan of madressas. As
time went on the need for intensive educa-
tional propaganda against the Shiites be-
came less and hence the madressa lost its
character as a place primarily of education
and ultimately became a place of prayer.
Since it is customary for the " nimazis " or
the worshippers to arrange themselves in
long rows, the liwan of the madressa was
given greater width than depth. The en-
trance to the Mosque of Barquq is very
striking. A double flight of marble steps
leads to a handsome domed porch of black
and white marble with beautiful doors of
wrought bronze and silver* From a small
ante-chamber a long and vaulted passage
leads into the sahn of the mosque which
has in the middle a fountain for ablutions
of Turkish design resembling a " sabil " or
a public fountain. The vaulted passage
is paved with marble mosaic of a bolder
but harmonious design. The main liwan
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